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i of intellectuals profoundly interested in Indian
problems. It seemed to me that new ground was
being broken both then and at the afternoon meeting
Jit Balliol College, where the Master had invited
some forty or fifty of his friends to a further con-
ference.
Mr. Gandhi demanded the freedom to err. " The
long and siiort of it is/' he said, " that you will not
trust us. Well., give us the liberty to make mistakes.
If we cannot handle our affairs to-day, -who is to say
when we will be able to do so ? I do not want you
to determine the pace. Consciously or unconsciously
you adopt the role of divinity. I ask you for a moment
to conae down from that pedestal. I cannot imagine
anything worse happening than is happening to-
day, a whole humanity lying prostrate at the feet
of a small nation.33
cc How far would you cut India off from the
Empire? " asked someone.
"From the Empire entirely; from the British
nation not at all. The British Empire is an Empire
only because of India. The Emperorship must go.
If it did I would love to be an equal partner with
Britain, sharing her joys and sorrows as an equal
partner with all the Dominions. But it must be
a partnership on equal terms. It is only their
government, not themselves, I want to get rid of*
I can even visualise our choosing a British Prime
Minister in India. We want you as friends. If
only you would come down from Simla! You're
seven thousand feet up in the clouds there while the
people are prostrate. When you realise what wrong